IMAGES IN MEDICAL PRACTICE
can be seen on plain radiographs, but the definition is not as clear as in some of the other modalities. They will be discovered on plain radiographs because of their lower location and the location of the lower poles being more medially rotated than would be expected, ureters as well, to see if there are any abnormalities lower in the system. Horseshoe kidney is the most common fusion anomaly in the kidney and occurs in about 1 in 400 people, or about 25%. It is also twice as likely to occur in males as in females 1 . Although it is not highly common, it isn't uncommon either. Normally one-third of the patients that have horseshoe kidney are asymptomatic and the condition is noticed incidentally on radiologic examination 2 . Although most patients are asymptomatic, there are certain conditions that go with horseshoe kidney quite frequently.
Plain

Anatomy of the Horseshoe Kidney
Horseshoed kidney is the most common type of fusion anomaly. For the most part, the horseshoe kidney functions as a normal kidney. Many times, kidney malformations are accompanied by lower urinary tract anomalies as well. This is understandable because the kidney and the ureter arise from the same single embryonic structure 3 . With horseshoe kidney, the kidneys can be located anywhere along the normal embryologic ascent of the kidneys. Normally they are located lower in the pelvic region of the body. In 90% of cases, the fusion of the kidneys occurs in the lower poles. In this condition, both kidneys are malrotated and their lower poles are joined. In this condition, both kidneys are malrotated and their lower poles are joined. With the fusion, there is an isthmus that crosses the midline of the body to connect the two kidneys.
Symptoms and Complications:
It is also twice as likely to occur in males than in females 4 , Normally one-third of the patients that have horseshoe kidney are asymptomatic, and the condition is noticed incidentally on radiologic examination 2 . Although most patients are asymptomatic, there are certain conditions that go with horseshoe kidney quite frequently.
When symptoms are present, they are usually because of obstruction, stones or infection with urinary tract infection being the most common presenting symptom in children" 1 . Then next most common occurrence is presence of kidney stones. Kidney stones will develop in anywhere from 20%-60% of patients. Kidney stones go hand-in-hand with obstructions; they have a tendency to cause one another.
